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In the fall of 1973, freshly cut from
the Tih grade basketball team, Michael [ollowed his older
brother Dean, an Sth grader, into the Baldwin Jundor High
School cafeteria and was inroduced to the sport of
wrestling. That day, acconding to Michael, was the onset of a
fory year relationship with the “finest teacher” in the wordd.,

Wrestling was a surcgate teacher 1o Michael and he
ook 1o wreathinge like an obedient student, eager 1o keam
and anxious to please, Under Cladk Crespi, one of Long
[slind's unherlded wrestling coaches, Michael went
undefeated in &h and %th grade. He won the Nassau
County, Sulfolk County, New Yok Sate and Eastern Coast
Mationals titkes,

In high schood, under the tutelage of lowa State Hall of
Fame All American, Steve Shippos, Michael camed three
Massau County plice finishes (3ed, 3nd, 1st), a 5th place
in the 1980 New Yok Sae Championship and the
Oueganding Wrestler Award in the prestigious Pimsbugzh
Classic

Michael's love of the sport and excellence on the mat
camed him a scholaship to the Univenity of Michigan.
He wrestled for Wolvenne coaches' Dale Bahe and Joe
Wells for five yeam (1930 85), and eamed a spot in the
staming line up four of those years and placed in the Big
10's Championship mukiple imes. As a natonally ranked
wresther, Michael's last year in college was met with a life
altering dedsion, wrestling in the Big 10 Championship or
st for the Law School Admissson Test. Michael, povemed by

1 “westling lesson”, chose the latter and never locked badkc

Upon grduating law school, Michael accepted a job
in Hanford, Connecticut.  While there, he continued to
volurgeer as an assistant coach, Thes tme at Central
Connecticut University under Head Coach Ken Destefanss.

Michael moved back to Long Island in 1990 and “hung
a shingle® in Rodville Centre.  He continued to use the
“mat bessons® 1o build what is now considered 10 be
one of New York's most prominemt liw firms,  Michael
is comsistertly quoted in local papers, national legal
publications and has been featured on prime time TV legal
documentaries, His tdal recond is unmatched by any other
amormey in our region and he arbates all of his swocess,
in and our of the coum-room, t© one “wresting lesson”....
Mo one will ever cut word me”,

Michael always finds the time to assist the wrestling
communiy, You can always find him offering free legal
services and support o any wrestler in need, or spending
oAy evenings a week mstllime his love for the spom 1o
the newest generation of wrestlers at the dub he staned
five years ago, The Teecth of the Dog Wrestling Club at
North Shore High School.

The Teeth of the Dog Wresthing Club was stamed,
according 1o Michael, in “a dual effor 10 continue to pav
back to the spon of wrestling that continues 1o give him so
much while simultanecusly teaching his four soms the
vinues of wrestling, which has become the comenstone of
his character®, Unbeknownst to Michael, the sport taughe
him yet ancther invalvable lesson, “the power of a
penercus hean”. Michael has approximately 30 elementary
school athletes whom he now considers his own children
and thelr parert’s his dear friends,

He resides in Old Brookville with hes very suppotive
wile, Lauren, and their Hve children - Olivia Lee (130,
Michael Dean (110, Andre (), Calvin (5) and Brodk (3).
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